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TAKE A SHOT

It's that time of the year
again... Pack up the car,
head out of town and make
memories along the way.
These three iconic road
trips from Joburg tick
all the right boxes
_
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DURBAN DREAMING
Leaving the Big Smokebehind
for a road trip to Durbs is never
a bad idea. It's not too far from Joburg,
the stops along the way are educational,
fun and interesting, and the pay off is
feeling the sand between your toes at
the end of it. What's not to like? Make
the most of the 570-kilometre journey
by having each member of the family
choose one place to stop for snacks or
a mini adventure.
Start your journe y by heading
straight to Heidelberg to explore
the Suikerbosrand Nature Reser ve,

deﬁnitely ﬁnd something to interest all
you passengers.
From here your next stop should be

Harrismith, where a visit to the Debora
Retief Garden is a must. A 250 million-

year-old, 33 m long fossilised tree lies
in this garden next to the town hall.
Stop here before driving over Van
Reenen's Passon your way to the
KwaZulu-Natal Midlands.
If you're not on a tight schedule, you
can make it a two-da y road trip and
book a room or cottage at Brahman
Hills on the Midlands Meander . Some
of the self-catering cottages have their

Diepkloof Farm Museum, Heidelberg

own Jaccuzzis, perfect for relaxing in

Concentration Camp Cemetery and
the Heidelber g Transpor t Museum.
With everything on offer, you will

after a long day on the road. Afterwards
you can explor e the Midlands Meander
for half a day before leaving for Durban.

Visit Nether wood Farm just down
the road for breakfast at Blueberry
Café, then head to the Nelson Mandela
Capture Site for somehistory and
amazing views. Coffee at The Barn
Ow! is a must before heading to Howick
for a picnic lunch at the impressive
95 m-high Howick Falls. From this point,

the last 104 km to Durban is a breeze.
The beautiful 19 on Alistair bed and
breakfast in Westville is the perfect
base from which to explore the sights
and sounds of Durban. It is situated in
a quiet suburb away from the touristy
humdrum, but close enough to uShaka
Marine World, Umhlanga's nightlife
and the Moses Mabhida Stadium to
make it a holida y to remember .
visitdurban.tr avel

PANORAMA POSTCARDS
Come December, you'll be
pleasantly surprised if you
point your car north-east to experience

the beauty of the Panorama Route.
This Mpumalanga road trip starts
on the Long Tom Pass,just outside
the trout ﬁshing town of Lydenburg,
and includes Sabie, Graskop, Pilgrim's
Rest, Hoedspruit and Hazyview .
Take two or three days to explor e this
route instead of just rushing by on your
way to the Kruger. Begin by heading
to Dullstr oom to make the ﬁrst day's
driving more manageable. Have a late
lunch at Harrie 's Pancak esand spend
the night at Walkersons Hotel & Spa.
From there, you can head to Lydenbur g
and on to the Long Tom Pass.
There are plenty of stops along the
way where you'll want to have a camera
on hand. The Graskop Gorge Lift is a
bucket-list item for daredevils on the
Panorama Route. This elevator takes
you down 51meters into Graskop Gorge.
The views (if not the height) will take
your breath away, and the water fall is
postcar d pretty.
At God's Window, just north of

Graskop, appropriately named for the
sheer beauty of the scenic lowwv eld,you

can hike to the very top by heading
through the rainforest. The view is
deﬁnitely worth it. Make a day of it
and take goodies along for a family
picnic. Make sure to also stop at the
many raging waterfalls along the
route - kids will enjoy comparing
the different heights and splashes.
Stay the night just 1km from the
80-metr e-high Berlin Waterfall, at
Thaba Tsweni Lodge and Safaris.
Here you have views, comfort and the

convenience of the Kruger National
Park about an hour away. It's perfect
for a road-tripping family.
Explore Bourke's Luck Potholes
on the way to Hoedspruit. This is
one of South Africa's most fascinating
geological formations formed over
millennia. The Blyde River Canyon and
Three Ronda vels are also worth a stop.
Make 24 Degrees South in Hoedspruit
your ﬁnal destination. The self-catering
chalets can accommodatea family of
four - you can enjoy a hear ty lunch with
an unprecedented mountain view, book
mom in for a spa treatment, and take
the kids to the Hoedspruit Endanger ed
Species Centre. There's just so much to
see and do on this route!
mpumalanga.com
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WEST COAST
If a quiet West Coast holida y
is on the cards, why not take
a secret detour through the Green
Kalahari? You'll encounter less holida y
trafﬁc, and the tasty, quirky and scenic
pit stopswill make the 1398 kilometres
ﬂy by. Drive to Kuruman on the ﬁrst day
(and get almost half of the driving done).
Kuruman's water source is called The
Eye, or Ga-Segonyana - which means
'small calabash ' - and is deﬁnitely worth
a visit. It gushes forth 20 million litres
of clear water daily. A night spent at
Kuru-Kuru Guest House won't break
the bank and you will experience

Kalahari hospitality at its best.
Head out early the next day and have
breakfast at Café Zest in Upington. The
modern yet homey restaurant is the
ideal place to stop for moreish meals
with a twist. Buy real Kalahari lamb
chops (you won't be disappointed) at
Upingt on Slaghuis before tackling the
Green Kalahari' s Kokerboom Food
and Wine Route - so named for the
many quiver trees found in this part
of the countr y.
A quick after-breakfast wine tasting
(except for Designated Dave, of course)
at Bezalel Estate Cellars will introduce
you to their fruity Colombard-winebased brandy (make sure to stock up
here for the rest of the holida y).

Pull over in Kakamas to see the
working water wheels, which will
impress city kids, and taste Kalahari
Trufﬂe Brandy at Die Mas van Kakamas.
Also allow time to stop at the quirky
Die Pienk Padstal, or Heksie se Huisie
where you can buy expor t quality dates
and pecan nuts. What's a road trip
without a farm stall or two?
From Kakamas, you can take a nice
detour to explor e 'the place of great
noise', the Augrabies Falls in the

Augrabies Falls National Park. The
sheer amount of water and epic
scenery will make the extra 50
or so kilometr es worth it.
After a day exploring the Green
Kalahari, you can decide to drive
a further two-and-a-half-hours to
Springbok, where you can stay at
the Goegap Nature Reser ve, or you

can sleep over in Kakamas.
On your last road-trip day, head
to Hondeklip Bay, the real diamond
of the West Coast, where 14km of
unspoilt coastline awaits.A sunset
stroll to the lighthouse and a crayﬁsh
dinner at Die Rooi Spinnekop should
be enjoyed before retiring to Honne
Pondokkies for the rest of your holida y.
These wooden chalets are about 200 m
from the beach, and it is here where
ultimate relaxation awaits.
hondeklip.com *

DON'T FORGET
+Spare tyre and some know-how
to change it if need be.
- Emergency
car kit containing
jumper cables, rope, a ﬂashlight
and multitool.

- First aid kit.
+ Downloaded
favourite

playlist

tunes,

with your

audiobooks

and podcasts.
+Car cellphone charger.
- Umbrella.
+Wet wipes - you'll regret not
having a jumbo pack in the
glove compartment. (Be kind
to the environment and get

biodegradable

ones).

« Water - pack enough bottles for
rehydrating on the road and a big
bottle in case your car overheats.
* Camera - because no road trip
ever happened if the photos don't
appear on social media, right?
+ Travel

cup,

because

coffee

to

go is a must!
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