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Don't limit yourself to just the uber-touristy,*
well-frequented experiences this holiday. We've
rounded up nine unusual places or activiti
one for each province - for you to enjoy
WORDS MART-MARIE
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THE NORTHWARDS
GAUTENG

sun, sea and sand, it might be time to
mix it up a little. Why not head out

Have you ever heard of the ﬂamboyant
couple Colonel John Dale Lace and his
wife Josephine? Josephine was a social
butterﬂy in the early Joburg days of the
Randlords (the mining magnates of the
early gold rush). She used a team of
zebras, not horses, to draw her carriage.

on a Monster Mountain

You can tour their stunning

SCOOT AROUND

INLAND
SCUBA
NORTH WEST

You don't have to travel to an exotic
seaside town for a great dive - why
not head to Marico Oog in the North
West province? The crystal-clear
water and ﬂoating lilies will make
your dive feel like something out of a
fairy tale. You can dive in the daytime
and see various ﬁsh species, crab and
freshwater eels, or opt for a thrilling
night-time dive (13 m maximum
depth) with the moon guiding your
underwater adventure.
Grootfontein Oog, Lichtenburg
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WESTERN CAPE

If you usually head to Cape Town for

Scooter with

Scootours to see the city in a new way?

These non-motorised push scooters were
designed to explore the Swiss Alps in
summer, but in Cape Town they are used
as an eco-friendly way to see Bo-Kaap
and to zoom down the lower slopes of
Table Mountain.
R650 pp
082 776 0557

52-room

Northwards mansion on Parktown
Ridge with Microadventure Tours,

listen to juicy stories from the time,
as well as get the chance to admire
Herbert Baker's architecture. Go
snoop around!
R300 per adult
21 Rock Ridgeroad, Parktown
083 772 4678
microadventuretours.co.za

scootours.co.za

scubaversity.co.za
At Chefs

A hearty meal at The Grove
Swar truggens is well deser ved after
a day of diving. Locals recommend
the pizzas and pancak es.
12 Andries Pretorius Street,
Swartruggens

014 544 0194
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in Gardens,

you'll

be served

don't worry - no grey gruel will end up
on your plate. Expect fresh ﬂavours
from the menu that changes daily.

After your tour, grab a leisurely dinner
at Douglas + Hale. They do comfort
food, but fancy. We'll go out on a limb
to say that their burgers might just be
the best in town.

81 St Johns Street,

19 4th Avenue,

a take on old-school

021 461 0368
chefscapetown.co.za

canteen

Gardens

food,

but

Parktown

North

010 900 3894
facebook.com/douglasandhale
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CULTURE
FIX
EASTERN CAPE

OH
DAM! CAPE
NORTHERN

Vanderkloof in the Northern Cape is
probably one of the most underrated
and unusual holiday spots in South
Africa. So, if an extra-hot, uncrowded
holiday next to the water sounds
good, head to the sleepy town next to
the Orange River for sun-soaked days
on the dam. Adventure kayaking is
the name of the game here, so make
sure you have the gear, or book some
in advance.

Route 67 in Port Elizabeth features
67 public art works that symbolise
the 67 years Nelson Mandela spent
working for South's Africa freedom.
There are also 67 steps leading up to
the second largest ﬂag in the country.
All of the art was designed by local
artists and celebrates the history and
heritage of the city. Kids will enjoy
the range of interesting sculptures
and creative works, too.
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041 582 2575

nmbt.co.za
You won't get a better steak or
tjop than at Oppiedek Braai
Restaurant in Vanderkloof.
They
have a butchery where you can
choose your meat, and they'll braai
it for you - so if you'd like a 600 g
T-bone, they'll make it happen.
344 Variegata Street,
Vanderkloof
078 947 7895
facebook.com/oppiedek

Hello! It's Me, Kitchen

and Bar

is the place to be seen in Port
Elizabeth. Have a yummy bowl
of wok noodles

Farmacy

and one of their

smoothies

for fuel before

the art walk.
254 Main Road, Walmer

041 581 0934
helloitsme.co.za

RED DESERT
NATURE RESER VE
KWAZULU-NATAL
Port Edward has an unusual claim to
fame - a small red deser t that has been
described as a miniatur e version of one
of the Arizona deser ts. The Red Deser t
Nature Reserve is only 10 km out of
town and stands in stark contrast to
the surrounding lush and tropical
vegetation. It's only 11ha, and legend
would have you believe that this was the
site of an alien landing. Check out the
hiking- or mountain-bike trails and be
rewarded with magniﬁcent views over
the Umtamvuna Estuary from the top.
Free entrance

Entrance is at the end of Roy and
Maurice

Roads, Banners

Rest,

Port Edward
reddesertnaturereserve.co.za

The menu at The Fish Eagle Restaurant
at The Estuary Hotel and Spa features
beautifully presented seasonal dishes.
Main Road R61, Port Edward

039 311 2675
estuaryhotel.co.za
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MOTORCYCLE
MPUM ALANGA

MAGIC

If you like a bit of a crazy journey,
why not join On Any Day Adventures
on a motorcycle tour from Joburg to
Dullstroom in Mpumalanga? You
will experience retro style dirt-road
riding, swimming in dolomite dams,
a 'Wild About Whiskey' tasting, the
Graskop Gorge lift and the winding
of the infamous Long Tom Pass. You
can even get a tattoo.
From Joburg to Dullstroom

STARRY NIGHTS
FREE STATE

At the Boyden Observatory and Naval
Hill Planetarium in Bloemfontein,
visitors are spoilt for choice with
events happening throughout the year.
It's situated in the scenic Franklin
Nature Reserve where you can do a
mini game drive to the top of the hill
where the observatory is located. See
the universe like never before at the
ﬁrst digital planetarium in subSaharan Africa.
ufs.ac.za/Planetarium

082 469 4766

onanydayadventures.com

Park your bike at Walkersons
Hotel
and Spa for gorgeous views and a
hearty, seasonal menu. The wine
list has a varied selection of South
African and international
wines
{stay overif you decide to indulge).
10 km outside of Dullstroom

013 253 7000

The interesting dishes served at the
recently opened Seisoen restaurant
in Bloemfontein, will make you wish
you lived in the central Free State.
Their take on traditional favourites
make every dish zing with ﬂavour.
30 Louw Wepener

Street,

Dan Pienaar,

Bloemfontein
082 940 4060
seisoen.com

walkersons.co.za

'TIS THE SEASON(ING)
LIMPOPO
At Baleni on the Klein Letaba River
in Limpopo, salt is harvested using
traditional methods. Guests at Baleni
Cultural Camp can watch how locals
harvest salt from the crystals that are
deposited from the geothermal spring
and hear campﬁre stories at night.
Michelin star chefs use the salt to
ﬂavour their dishes and traditional
healers believe in its restorative value.
The area around Baleni is also great for
birders, mountain bikers and hikers.

Baleni Camp Road, Mahlathi
0217017860

baleni.co.za

Baleni is quite a drive from anywhere,
so opt for the meal package or buy
fresh supplies and self-cater for your
stay there.
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